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SAINT-ALBANS
- FESTIVAL
PILGRIMAGE

Saturday 20 June 2009

Pilgrimage Procession in the steps of Saint Alban

Festival Eucharist and children’s activities
(Preacher: The Rt Revd Graeme Knowles, Dean of St Paul’s)

g

10.30 am
) 11.30 am

Afternoon activities around the Cathedral

4.00 pm Festival Evensong
(Preacher: The Revd Canon Giles Fraser, Vicar of Putney)

VENEROR KDOROQUE ILLUM

+QUI-OMNIA. CREAVIT+




FROM THE CHAIR Jonathan Clark

DIOCESAN GROUP REPORTS Keeping in touch

PARISH DEVELOPMENT AND MISSION Updates on key issues and events
FRESH EXPRESSIONS Report from last years conference

GOSPEL IMPRINT Making Catholic thinking universally available

LITURGY Developments in liturgy, from Perran Gay

BOARD ANNOUNCEMENT Important changes announced

WHO DOES WHAT? Revealing the inner workings of Affirming Catholicism
PUBLICATIONS Recent publications reviewed by Mark Chapman
AFFIRMING CATHOLICISM IN SYNOD Mary Johnston

VOCATIONS Sally Wright

CATHOLIC AND EVANGELICAL July Conference

SOCIETY OF CATHOLIC PRIESTS Geoffrey Thompson

WOMEN AND THE EPISCOPATE Charlotte Methuen appraises the situation
TREASURER’S REPORT The exciting bit from Robin Welton

THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH: PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE October Conference

“1f you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen
the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the
tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse
will not appreciate your neutrality. “

Desmond Tutu
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FROM THE CHAIR

onathan Clark
Chair - Affirming Catholicism Board

Affirming Catholicism is many things to many peoPIe.
For many, probably most, it is ‘my diocesan group’,
which is related in some unspecified way to ‘the centre’.
For some it is a group responsible for publishing; if
they’ve been around long enough they may well share
my astonishment at the range and breadth of the
Eublications produced over the last years. For some it is a
ody which brings together those on General Synod who
subscribe to its ethos, and resources the debates going
on, primarily in the Church of England and primarily
about the ordination of women to the episcopate. And
then there are those of us at ‘the centre’ — the Board
members and Lisa our administrator. | sometimes suspect
that people think there’s a plush office somewhere in St
Maﬂﬁew's House; if only. In fact we are welcomed by the
courtesy of Fr Philip to s%are a great location, along with
a busy parish and many other guests and fellow workers.

Affirming Catholicism, of course, is all of these things,
because they all tend to the one overall goal. For me,
our stall at ’rr\e Lambeth Conference expressed that really
well: that despite what some might say, there is a vibrant
and positive Catholic constituency within the Anglican
Communion, which sees no contradiction between the
historic faith and the new things the Spirit is doing.



Understanding that movement of the Spirit, and moving

with it, is something we can only do together, and in

union with those w?]o approach the faith differently

from ourselves. It requires us to communicate — and

we are trying very hard to improve our communications — but
also more importantly to listen for the voice of God among the
many voices in the contemporary church.

We are diffuse and diverse because we are a movement, not a
party. | see my role as Chair as that of a weaver, not to control
each strand but to enable them to sense that they are all part
of a whole, and stronger for being so. In its downbeat style,
Ecclesiastes 4 reminds us of what we need to remember, as
we go about our separate tasks and callings: “Two are better
than one, because they have a good reward for their toil ... A
threefold cord is not quickly broken.” There has been a sense
among some over the last few years that the strands have
come rather loose; | hope over the next year that you will with
me enable us to realise our own strength and all we have to
give to the Church at this time.

| can’t possibly sum up and interpret everything that has
gone on over the last year. | hope, though, that the reports
contained in this booklet will give some sense of what we
have already been able to start: over the coming year we
all commit to working closely together and weaving more
tightly those separate strands that will collectively “Affirm
Catholicism” for us all.






