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“We have to learn to be human 
along-side all sorts of others, the 
ones whose company we don’t 
greatly like.”

Rowan Williams

We are a movement of inspiration and hope 
in the Anglican Communion, bringing together 
and strengthening lay and ordained people 
who recognise the positive, inclusive and joyful 
currents in the Catholic tradition of Christianity.
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“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen 
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Affirming Catholicism is many things to many people. 
For many, probably most, it is ‘my diocesan group’, 
which is related in some unspecified way to ‘the centre’. 
For some it is a group responsible for publishing; if 
they’ve been around long enough they may well share 
my astonishment at the range and breadth of the 
publications produced over the last years. For some it is a 
body which brings together those on General Synod who 
subscribe to its ethos, and resources the debates going 
on, primarily in the Church of England and primarily 
about the ordination of women to the episcopate. And 
then there are those of us at ‘the centre’ – the Board 
members and Lisa our administrator. I sometimes suspect 
that people think there’s a plush office somewhere in St 
Matthew’s House; if only. In fact we are welcomed by the 
courtesy of Fr Philip to share a great location, along with 
a busy parish and many other guests and fellow workers. 

Affirming Catholicism, of course, is all of these things, 
because they all tend to the one overall goal. For me, 
our stall at the Lambeth Conference expressed that really 
well: that despite what some might say, there is a vibrant 
and positive Catholic constituency within the Anglican 
Communion, which sees no contradiction between the 
historic faith and the new things the Spirit is doing. 
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from the chair 
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my astonishment at the range and breadth of the 
publications produced over the last years. For some it is a 
body which brings together those on General Synod who 
subscribe to its ethos, and resources the debates going 
on, primarily in the Church of England and primarily 
about the ordination of women to the episcopate. And 
then there are those of us at ‘the centre’ – the Board 
members and Lisa our administrator. I sometimes suspect 
that people think there’s a plush office somewhere in St 
Matthew’s House; if only. In fact we are welcomed by the 
courtesy of Fr Philip to share a great location, along with 
a busy parish and many other guests and fellow workers. 

Affirming Catholicism, of course, is all of these things, 
because they all tend to the one overall goal. For me, 
our stall at the Lambeth Conference expressed that really 
well: that despite what some might say, there is a vibrant 
and positive Catholic constituency within the Anglican 
Communion, which sees no contradiction between the 
historic faith and the new things the Spirit is doing. 

Understanding that movement of the Spirit, and moving 
with it, is something we can only do together, and in 
union with those who approach the faith differently 
from ourselves. It requires us to communicate – and 
we are trying very hard to improve our communications – but 
also more importantly to listen for the voice of God among the 
many voices in the contemporary church.

We are diffuse and diverse because we are a movement, not a 
party. I see my role as Chair as that of a weaver, not to control 
each strand but to enable them to sense that they are all part 
of a whole, and stronger for being so. In its downbeat style, 
Ecclesiastes 4 reminds us of what we need to remember, as 
we go about our separate tasks and callings: “Two are better 
than one, because they have a good reward for their toil … A 
threefold cord is not quickly broken.” There has been a sense 
among some over the last few years that the strands have 
come rather loose; I hope over the next year that you will with 
me enable us to realise our own strength and all we have to 
give to the Church at this time. 

I can’t possibly sum up and interpret everything that has 
gone on over the last year. I hope, though, that the reports 
contained in this booklet will give some sense of what we 
have already been able to start: over the coming year we 
all commit to working closely together and weaving more 
tightly those separate strands that will collectively “Affirm 
Catholicism” for us all.

passion

from the chair 
 
Jonathan Clark 
Chair - Affirming Catholicism Board 




